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Since .first I was c;illed to prei:;i<.le ornr the honorn,ble body, my 
-.:Hry airn lrns been t<1 diBcharge my duties promptly and impnr­
titiUy. \Vith yuur generous aid a.ml att.C'.ut.ion, I lrnv,, I truflt, 
~1wce1;tkd in this, a11cl I am h:tppy to knu\v tlrnJ. my relations 
lrni'C ever heen of tl1c kindest diameter with every Senator up1m 
this f-bor. 

N°l>tiliu'.; nf a pen;onal naturv !Hts ever id1nencc(l my conduct 
aK your pn:si,liu~ officer. 

My oHLial <t!\Sociation with yo\\ lms heen pleasant and instrnc­
ti ~-e, a11<l rest assurecl t:\enators, that I shall bear ti) my home vi\'i'l 
re(;ollectiotts of the rn:wy lmppy thiys spent in rour b(idy, and :for 
the hitppi11ess and Jll"Osperity of each 11ncl erery one of yvu, I 
.-;lull ever f',_,d a Ii vclv intcrc,;t. 

Sen:1ton;. I bid yo1; a<lien. 
'l'he President }:n·o tem being in the c1mir, 1\Ir. Hart offered th·.· 

f ill1>win~ resnl 11 ti on : 
Resolved, 'i'hftt the Senate tender thtir cordial rmd heartfelt 

thanks to the Hon. F. R LuhLock, PreHi\lmit of the Senate, fo.­
thc able and imprt-rtial manner in which he has discharged the 
•lllt.ies of Presiding olllcer of this bo<ly for the la.st tw9 ye1in;.­
\\'[1id1 mis un<tnimously adopte(l. 

The q 11estiou theu being taken on r.he motion to adjourn, w 1-; 

enrril;d. · 

· "\V 1mxEfiIH Y, Dceemher 21st, 18~:>9. 
Si~11ate met. pursuant to a1l,ionr 1unent.. Prayer by the Chap­

bin-roll c<1.ll1:d-quornm present. 
'l' he j1mmal uf yestenhty was re<t1l an cl adopted. 
A muo:sage wa;; received from the Honse informing the Sell­

<tte, t.lrnt rJte Hotrne had passed a joint re:wlution, origirmt.ing in 
the Sernte, i1rntruet.ing our S• .. m1itors n,ml Bepres0ntttives in Con­
µ:i·-~s:-:, to use. their inH.uencc in eudeiwuring to remove the port of 
fen try from Uraz is St. 1ag·o to Brown;;ville, and to procure an ap­
propriatfoa for bnilcling a cnsto111 house thereat. Also invitill(.!: 
the t;,.mn,te within the rfall of the House of Representatives for 
the rmrpose of witncssin.; the inaugnration of the Govemo: and 
Lien tenant GvYen11.>r. 

'l':ie Senate proceeded lo the Rc'}H'CSO'rJ 1a,tirn Hall. 
I~ JOINT SJ~::SSION. 

A committee wm; appointed to Wttit upon the retiring Gov­
•:rn1n· and (}•JVet·nor elect, and inform them that th_e two Hmvvs 
ui' the Legislature were in wairing to receive them, and h·willµ; 
p _·;·Lmn:l fa it ..J 11ty an l rep'lrt·~d, the retirin:; Govern<)r, J:I. H. 
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H.nnne1s, frntl the retiring Lt. Governor]'. R. I,nhbock, with Sam 
Houston, Gon~rnor elect., arnl Bdwn.rd Olal'k Lt. Governor elect; 
having been conJnctc•l to the Spectker's stand. Prn,yvr lJy the 
Olin.plain of the ~:ena.tc; 
· Gvvemor H. H.. Runnel:; arose and fblivc·rd the following 
Ya.ieclictory :vldress : 
o~:.'ntlc;;ioi of t111: Leuislat111"c 

mulfclfow citlzrn1, : 
'1.'hi;; va:>t concnmse lrns a~;;em hkcl to-diw to witnc~s on.:i ,~.f 

tho.;e iu tert•sting periodical event:; which m·i;·k the hi:;;tpr~·, pt«)­
~·Te::;s arnl dc1·el1ip:u,mt of :1 free con:;;titntinnal govcrtHlll'Jit. 
'to wi ~·1wss the trnnsfer of h·mnr aml authnritr from those v.-11,·, 
1rnn; ]Jeon entrn~tr~cl "·ith the <lifrfonlt and p~rplexin:~ cares of 
:State. ti) the hatlLls of other::;, who, by eler.:tion of the peopk. 
lw.\·e been chose 1 hi asrnme them. It lun·ing liecn my fortmH~ 
to hold the pGsitiou which I am now ahont to smTcndcr, for thl'.' 
11:1.~t tw•) yearf;, CU\ltom aR wdl a.fl. a proper rc'!;ii.nl for the occ.t­
~i:m ha::; !'<eem <l to n'qniie that I shonld n.<hl mv nrcse11C'•:. ~ul<1 
)>lcrtiC'ip;lte in the ccrem•)nies tlrnt are to commen;orak it. In 
JH;rforming thi:i ta;;k, 1ct no one l>e 1mrpri:;i:d at ilw di:fr1cnlty I 
1in1.1 in n.rriving at th:it which :::hn.11 at the fimne time he 11pprn­
priate nnd expres:-i\·e of my o•vn s0ntimcnt5, nor )et it be :rnr-

1>0SCLl that this diffir.:nhr arnl l'mhnrn:;sment arises from any fod­
in.'~ of reluctance at thti sUtTm11ler of it po:oitinn t'nvironed w!tl1 
\li tlcnltius, which it has re1pirn<l S<) <:nhtrgc•l a scntim<:nt of :•elf 
s·1crifke and so mnch firmnet;s arnl determination of l'nrpo,;p .. 
foitht'nlly to enco1mt0r. 'l'lwrn n.rc i lwse within the S<)llHd of my 
,-.;ice who know tlrnt the r~ct of to-dr1.y would ha.ve been volnn­
b:y on my part, c1mld I haY·) been perrnitt.·~d the freo ''xerci:~~ 
of m,,- o\vn inclinations ; but }ntl they even been different, m~,l 
tJ.,, offi,;(; ag.iin earnestly cle::<ire<l, I should regard my position in 
tlefua.t far iw;rn fortmmtt' n.n:l h1mornble than to haYe hncrcet11:<1 
at the price of princip1e and a surrenrler of the irnlependence >)f 

thnnght, or, by :;w.::Ting nuP iota from that disinterc:::tcdness of 
acti.rn by which he whn lrns impo:-;t~tl on him high moral arid con­
sti rntinnn.l <lntie» :;honlil alone he g-werned. It is not my inten­
tion to ·w,.~My the puhli9 patiencu with a re1;ital of my long; con­
U(!}:inn with our public aifair>', U<ir ::;hall I stoop to a vindic-11tion 
of it,;; hi~t11n- frum the misrcpn:s.-nhi.tions with which it has heen 
as;;aik1L '!'he tirne aml occ:rni1m are not propiti.ons. The pnr­
Jho:.' of the hour i:; to listen ti) th1.3 cnnnvin.ti1m ot principle a:i•l 
111)]icy from th•.iH:: whl) are t•> bk.~-uot th•J:'lC who are abnut tc> 
yirl.l poF:iti .. m. lily owrt i;; n,lr"'a1ly JMrt aml p:m:el of tlw histor.v 
of th.: C•)tlll'.:ry7 an lit i;:; for tho.;;;; wh1) nuy o;.l)ek trnth ±:H' fhi:ir 
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o·niJ,ince to ex.amine it and jtidge for thems13-lves. As a Repre­
~entative of the people, as the presiding officer of either-branch 
of the L·:i~islatnrll, or as the Ex.ecuti11e of the State, I haye fal­
tered in the p·~rf ll'mrtnce of no duty, changed no opinion, aban­
donel n'O nos:tion, advanced no new tlwory, but consistently ad­
hered to the same principles of State and federal policy from the 
begin•ng of my career fa the prc;;ent time ; striving only for the 
present and future welfar9 anrl S>tfety of my State and country. 

It ha1 been well ancl truly said that" censure is the tax a man 
pays the pnblic for being eminent," and without presuming upon 
this myself, if I could close my eyes to the truth~ th'.tt the re­
cent ch·u1ge of popular sentiment, is more to be attributed to the 
iume :tnd fame of the aged and eminent chieftain who sits before 
yon, tlmn to the course of a few licentious presses and politicians 
who in the heat of parti;nn strife lrn,ve forgotten or disreg:ided 
the pl'Opriet.ies and n.nicinities of life, I Rhonld then reganl that 
cha,n•'e as truly stp•i:restive of serions refl:.Jction to those who nw.y 

l"." ~ ~"")::"' • • • 

hcrc:iftcr seen to tread the thorny path of polit1crtl life rn Texits. 
'f w,) years ago on taking the oath of office I recommen:led 

the organization of the militia in view of the impending section­
al difficulti.;is as a measure of public defense as a necessary meas­
ure of public defonse only. It was not then favorably acted on 
hy the Legishtture, but snbseqnent (l\"ents have fully justified 
the recommcncl,ition. It is now clearly clemonst.ratecl by the his­
tory of the past five years that a deep unchangeable determin­
ation exists in the Northern States to assail our dearest political 
ri!Thts, and if possible destroy our domestic institutions. 'l'hiR 
det~rmin:ttion h<tS itil fmndation in a diff ~ren'.:e in the manners, 
foelin.~s antl opinions of the northern people upon the subj let of 
negro Hhtvery. They believe it to be a moral, S'.)cial and politi­
c.it evil. 'rhis belief strengthened into a cnnviction has been in­
corpomtecl with and now c1mstit11tPs the soul of their religion and 
the maimpring of their morality. In the Son th, the great masR 
of the people entertain opinions entirely opposite in their char­
acter, ~vhich are equally irrevocable and equally amalgamated 
with our religion and l1ll)ri1lity. We therefol·e occnpy the sin­
gular and an nu:ilons position of two P('ople differing in almost 
e~erything Cttlculatetl to promote peace, happiness and fra:ernity, 
arnl yet in many respects Jiving under the same govemment. 
0 :ie of t 11esc p:iople is actn:-ttJd by a spirit of aggre:;;sion ; t.he 
other standin:; up'on the ramparts of the cons~itntion, is acting 
npon tho defonsive, nnJ ask!ng only to be fot alone. It is un­
necessary to recapitnlate fi.tcts to substantiate these truths, nor 
t\ut a wide spreivl cm\·iction exists t ·at we are approaching & 
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tc;Ti1k crh:ib, anJ. tlrnt we being f,)J'Cwtune,l we :;,hon M be a1co 
f,)n;<trmed. 'l'hc history of the world aft'onls no cxcmip!c of two 
l'<'n11k t<.o divided long remttinin:; under a conun•)ll government, 
•1f their own voluntary ncconl. 'rhe framers of ours foreseeing 
:i change of tho opinions an,\ sentiment::> of its tliffurent people, 
attempted by leaving this anJ. other questions of domestic policy 
to the Stcite governments as much at; possihle, to :trnid if prnc­
tical1k, fntme canse of disrn1)tion, nnd by re:;trictiug the federal 
!;·Jrern1111.mt to tho powers delegn.tecl by the coustitntion, phwe it 
Lcyond the powel' of r.,ny one ~k·dion to interfere with tho pecu­
liar intere::.t and institutions of u.i1other. The binding efficacy ot' 
these restrictions from eYcry indicn.tion iB now soon to he tested, 
and'" question to be c:etenniued is, 'diether Texas will remain 
indiff:rcut to the consequences while those with whom she i:;h•rnlll 
he m1i re,l by every tie of blood anJ. interest, n.ro nuimated with 
l;ut PIW nentimcnt in l'C'garJ to thti common chnger. Prepn.nt­
tion will not hasten the coming of events, if come they must, 
Y•hile if it does 1rnt prenmt, it mn.y <Wert the consequences of th·,\ 
tbre;ttnin!~ stonn. 'l'he time has smehr nrriP,<l wlien the Sim th 
.<.hould lo~li: ti) her dcfonces. • 

I hav.; now, perhn.ps, cxcecdt"d the limit.s iwc.:;cribcLl for gnc"!1 
an oc:cnsion ; yet I can not condude withuut a wonl of fu,rewell 
to those with whom I have been associated : who an> bonnJ. to mo; 
1iy the strongest ties ofsympn.thy, aml tha,t' friendship which rc­
;01\lt;,; from comrnon lah•>rs anu common motin~s. I honor th.; 
i:rngnanimity which rii:;es above the mere considerntwns of party. 
'~'he rancor of itH hostility is m<m.: than c:>nnterua'.u.ncecl by the 
>ipirit of truth and justice evinced by it, and ab,)\re all, thtl re­
membrance of that charitv blemled with so manv evidences of 
k!rnluess and appreci:1tio1i from fair hand~, whi~h h:ts b::un s·) 
:;cnernusly bei:;towe l dnriug my so}mrn at the Capital, will b,~ 
1::tnie1l with me to my dii;t<l.nt home, antl deeply tr,~<tsun;d in th.~ 
well ot JTI(:m10ry until life's last pulsation· shall cease. 

And the Hon. F . .U. Lubbock deliverel the folfowing valerlic­
forv address: 
Se;iot,);·s, Ileprcscntat.ices, Ladies, 

anrl you :my f('llow-cii 1'.zrns : 
Two years ago I had the plea.sure of appcn.ring hJfore you upon. 

this st.and, then taking upon myself nn ol1li2,·ath1n to <lischnrg'>3 
t;he duties incumbent npon me as Lieutenant Governor cf th:,; 
<Jlll' empire State. 'fo cl iy I am here surrendering the trust the l 
reposed in me to anotlvir, he being the choice of fae voters (if 
t'.1e State of Texas. 
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I havf> my fellow-citizens encl,\'avorcd to pe1form every duty 
incumbent upon me with fidelity and irnpartia.lity. 

I am concious ofbavi1lg discharged them with an eye single to 
the pnb!}c good. ~' 

I ±eel that it would not he in good taBte fo\i?nw to make n. 
~veech upon tk.if:l.interesting occasion, of!o ~rnggcst such matter:> 
aslrnightueun ofgreatjrnportnnce 1 othe Wt•lfarc ofthc na'tiun; 
others will follow rnore ahle and expnienced tTrnn myse;f~ never­
theless, I cannot permit this opportuuity to p::iss \rithont congrat­
ulating lllj follow- citizens 11pon the general lirosperity of our 
country. We have been ptcnliarly fa Yo red hy Divine Provi­
denet>, and with the exception of our frontier troul;les, I can bnt 
~ee that Texnf; is fast advancing to tl1d prominent positi@ which 
die is dci:;tined tu OCCU}'Y in this nation. 

Prompt amt dlicient frontier vrotection is den: anded hy the 
wants of the people,· and I truf;t tlie pn:sC'nt Lrgis]n.ture will not 
ndjourn vv-ithout h}tviPg fix Pd uvonsome dlicient plan for the 1ier­
rnancnt i1rokction of our exp< sed ::;eUlernn1t. 

Our system of Internal Impruv•m.l<'JHH is rripidly developing 
the Yast resom<.;es ot our fertile and pro<lucth·e ::->fate, and by con­
t inning om present liberal iwlicy, ninchgood roust result iu ti very 
short space oftimc. 

:For the many evidences of kindness received at the hands of 
my iellow-citizern·, I feel, and wlil tver fed grateful, and throug~1 
you thc"ir Representatives, let 1110 rernm to them my most cor­
dial than ks. 

I1adies, for your attention aJHl the interest you manifest in the 
affairs of the' State, I thank you. I am uot snftfoiently gift1:d to 
entertain yon with compliments, tropes and Jiµ;mes, but be1ieYc 
me when I sny, that no one i8 rnore 1eady to pa.y homage t.o the 
hiatrons and da.nghters of Ame1 il'tt t lian I, or more fully appre­
ciates tlwir beanty, intdh ct ttn(t i11fluen<.;e. · 

I thank the audience fi:l!" 1heir kiml attl•ntion, and I shall ever 
recall with pleasure my agrel'able ~<:iomn at the city of 4nHtin. 

'l'he oath of office was then administered by Chief J nstice 
\¥heeler, to ~'am Hon11ton GnYernor, anll Edward Clark I1ieu­
tenant Governor elect, •whell t)am I:louston delivered the follow­
ing inaugural a. ld resl': 
(ltnttemen of the Senate 

and House of EeprcsPntat-ives : 
Called from retirement b.v thl> voice of my fellow citi zcns, to 

the n·Htionsible position of the Exl'cuti\·e of the State, I am not 
irnwui:;il:Jle to the delica.cy tmcl importance of tlw duties wl1ieh de­
volve u1.ou nw. H,wing been withJrnwn: for years ptist, to the 
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lli:sch:trge ofFP-t1era1 clnti,•s, n.~ SL'nator of the United States, I 
hwt: no.t had the advantage of pnrtieipn.tin~ in the local affairs 
of the Sta.tl', a11tl have rnnch t•' c:iqnire intq itffecting its int.erestf. 
I mn aware thn.t our focal int,•n's 1·s n.n: varic•'l and impqrt.a.ut, an<l 
I feel plcasnr<! in ns~1ning my i;·llilW citizens t!iat my objeet will 
h ~ t .. J promote a.1lll :tLhanCL' l'\\\J"Y in tcrcst with•)Ut re""<\ rel to th(.~ 
li."ction, and to w~e 111.r lwst ond~iwors to devdope ou~ rc~sonrces. 
'l'o eit'vct.n:i,te this ohjee~, and Jll'.)i.'t the jnst expcctn,tions of my 
f.-lhm-citizens, it will l>~· n<.:c:csc.nrr tha.t I sh•mhl enjoy anc:l reid­
i;:•.> n. hc,irt.y co-np'.~r;ition <111 the part of thu people's representa­
tives, in c1rn:·nunm·1,tin(2: tli•;;;(:· dc·1;irnhle objects. l\Iy purpose, a:; 
v:dl ~~s my 1lc;;ire, will he t•J :;1rntn.in :::nch mea.fmres of 1wlic~- ar' 
may h·w,: h .. >·::i intrniln.;,•(l p;·•YlJ·)ti,·e of the pnhlic g.-,o;l, an:l to 
i::a:i:l·nrnt..\ m1ll a.1!1':wce ;:;nch iJther.~ as will c,mfurm to the Lest in­
td··~;t;; of I.he comnnmit\·. 

Onr immlar sitn:ttion · irnperatin:ly demarnls the construction 
c·~- rail rMttl:; on an extendn1 aml practicable scale, comrnt•ns1na to 
t ' th•.: f.!;l'<Jwiu.:; importiuwe of om· ~ettlemenfa, tLS well ns t" the 
}'rotlnt:ti:in a1J1! cl)11m10rn' daily -incren.~ling in our conn try; i-it tlw 
:--amc time a policy sh•rnM l>e 1111upt:·d a.111.l pur:metl which \vonltl 
s :cm\~ tile State again:-;t nll impnsiti•m n.ncl ensnre the fulii.lmcnt 
L·I· l'Yer,v clmrtcr grnnte•l, anti the iwenrnpliRlnncnt of evc:ry con­
tr:LGt t•J \d1ieh the guvenmi~rnt rn 1y h0 a party. 'l'hc mnnifLcnt 
:;mut:; made bv the g:nTrnm;mt hultl ont e1rery induc(!ll1t'nt for 
the 1nn•8tment of c1~1)ital awl the· emnlovmcnt of ent.er1irit\i; ,· 

I J.. " 

HJH.l it i,; b.1t jnst ti) it that a11 fair rcc1uirements in its bch:i.1f 
f.b)ul(l l;:) exacted a.nil concctk,l in retmn for its liLornlitv. 'I'hl' 
i::Jprov,~ment ofonr rinws8;) far as rnn Le elfecterl n.t a c1;mmen­
;,:1r1:k expen:-ie, sons to renJcr them na•·i;,;«ibh•, >vherc it i:; prne­
tl:~<iiil"', seem:; to me ttl be n.n ol~jt:ct de111ancling the fo:>te:·ing 
,_. m~ uf the goYcrnrn·~nt. S;ttnl\' h:ui pMvitle1l the;1e drn.mwfa of 
C;)lllllll::i·c,., and \Vlwn impr1Jn~1l tiwy will supply the neces;;itie;; 
::ml ;rnnts of eornnurnitil·~. which m.ilroatls cannot necum;;}i:;li f.ir 
:1 leugth of tilnc. 'l'rne e~0n11my dict.-ttes t h.tt we shouki n:aliz0 
fr:)lll them wbatc•'er 1Hh«1ntag•·H tlwr posst'S. 

H.n·in;:\· tre~ite<l of thl' 1ihy:,il';d (!Con9rny of our Stfttc, it ii-; prop-
• .. ·r <tllll highly irnpurt.wt t!mt I ~!vrnkl ;idn·rt to the intellt.:ctlrnl 
nnJ 1n0ral improvmm•ut of um· peopk It is a trni:-nn thn.t " to 
naiut:i.in libt-:rty, intdlig·cnec i.-; indispl'ntmLle.'' To attain this 
(•L,kct education is ull illlp1irt1rnt ; ;rn<.l if import:tnt, it :,;houLl rwt 
h: C\lidneLl to cht~lies, hut 1li~.;~minat.ed thrnugbont the whole 
c·m111rnnity. How to necompli~h rhis ol>jcct, to the greate::>t per­
f:,..;tion seeins ti) be n snbject yet id't for solution. 'l'lie (),rnsti­
h,tiun cY:<.lt·necs that it.• fra·ih:r.; i'l'~·:tnltd l'chw.ition as a primary 
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ohject, and in that instrument ample provi_sion was made for tiw 
endowment of U nivcrsitieR, n.nd the snppclrt of com111on schools. 
'l'he improvement and 1wrfection of cornrno11 schools suggest 
themselves to me as the fonw'lation npon which to erect the l.H;:-:t 
sy;;tem of education, and when that foundation is firmly laid, it 
will be very easy to erect thu·('on mah•rials for a University, if the 
Yoice of the State il10nld, at some tutnre day, reqnire its csta.b­
Jishmrmt. To me it ::;eems both wise and ex11edient that all rea­
sonable encourn.gernent should be extended to all educational in­
stitutions now in existence, which ham been estahfo;he1l and sus­
tctined by individnal' enterpri~t\ and to promote the estn,blish­
ment of otlwrs in variomi pnrtinns of the Stith:>, thus rendcr;ng 
them morn ahle t<l extcn1-l their nsefnlness, aml increa::;e their ad­
vantage to the comnrnnit.;;. 

In the attainment ()f tlie:se rnrinns ol1jects, it 1Jocs seem t.n me 
that two impoqa.nt (lesiderata l1111Ht enter rnto the l>fan of their 
accompliHhment: Economy in nla,tion to the tlnances anJ. •the 
public domain; and strict ac:co.nntability on the part of all vnh­
lic functionaries should be indispcnsiLle. It is for the lcgislatnre 
to enact such lavvs as are necessary to attain this object, and se­
cure the public treasury from imposition and frnud. So far as is 
tlepemlent upon my official action, I can assure my constituents 
that in the appoi.ntmentof officinl fonctioirnries, I willentrnst n;J 
man with ::>ffice in whose intC!'Tit.v I have not entire confidence. 
and that he will discharge th~-'dnties of the trust confided to hiu~ 
"·ith fi.tlelity. I have cmifidence that my ccnstitnents, in the ex­
ercis·e of their discernm'.!nt, will not fail to dit->crimirute between 
thn.t which was 1lesin>rl to be accnmplisheJ, and cnnld n•Jt. be done 
f w W;tat of U'.l.i ty a•1 l a c )-opcmtion of the difft-Jrent p;nt:; of gov·· 
ernm·mt, an1l th<Lt w:1ich fell within the C•m'ltitnt.ioiul power o:· 
the ExAcntive. As regards the pnhlic domain, the intclligcnee 
of the h~gislature, whose attention has bPen caJJed to it, is cnpn­
ble of devising a system for its fotnre disposition, and sueh a.n 
one as will emhrace a liber~tl policy tmvanl.s the settler. lhom 

. the inception of the governnwnt of the Republic of •r,•x>t>1, a pn­
vision contained in tb..e Constitution proYiding for sectionizing tlw 
public domain ; and it such a policy lwcl been c:trried out., it 
wonld lrnve prevented a vast amount ofhtigation which has since 
that time, occurred. If the le~isla,tnre of the S' ate should, at any 
tin1e, adopt such a measure, it wonl.l have a tendency to dis pd 
« thousand a.nxiet.ies which the Hettler DO\"'. l'ntertiiin;;, because 
when he would then settle npnn a tract of bud, he wou1J know 
his metes amt lmnnds and tlut h~ should repose assnredly in the 
gnnmntees which the State afforded foi· the occnp:mi..:y of his 
homestead. 
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In an irumgnrnl it i:> not exp0cttd tha,t snbjects 'vhichwonhl 
h-.l more ap}Jro-pritite in ageneral me8sageto the legh;iature, whid1 
I contemplate making' snonkl be embraced; yet ther·e ate subj~cts 
which demand of me t~ttention. 'f he subject of our frnntie1· de­
foncei; is of ahso1·bing intere::;t. "Where it is possible fol' the gov­
ermneut to give prntcction to its <.:iti:r.ens, it is.a duty which can 
riut lJe clit;i'egardt~d. 'l'be exteut of our frontier, stretcliing as it 
doe:;, fo.nn the Hed Ri·.-~·r to El Paso, on the Hio Graude and 
fro:u thence to the m Jllt.h of that ri vcr, cnm prises a distance but 
little :sh()rt of two thousand rnilt~8. One-half that distnnce is 
ex-pot;ed tn Iuilian tleprelhitimrn, aud the other bordering upon 
Mexicu, which is in 1.t st.ate of arnm::liy, Dt'predations by the In­
ditws arc so frequent., that to hear of them has almost ceaf'.ed to 
exdtc sympathy imd attention in tl1c interior of our State. vVe 
han~ a right to louk ti) t.he F(xl\:ml Go.vernment for that protec­
tion which as a part ot the. coufedenwy, we are entitled to. 'fhe 
li\<tleral Governrnent hu.~ stationed troops on onr frontier, but 
they a.re infantry, and not calcn!ated for that effective warfare 
which shouhl lleea,nietl on ngaim;t Imlir.ns. \Vhen depretltitiorn; 
are commiW.;tl hy th~ lndia,w(, they escape, and the lnfiintry can 
noL overt<ike. them. \Vere a force anthorized by the Federal Gov­
ernment of Texian Rangers, who uutlerstanJ. the mode of war­
fa1 e, and whose ar.imnl:o wouM be capnule of snusisti11g upon 
1in1.iries, without other forage, the .expense would be less to the 
governm<~nt; antl their effieit1H.:J e;r~n.ter iu protecting our frontier 
tlmn any other Lleseri1)tiun of trooris. 'l'he misfort1me which has 
ntti.·rnled us is the fitet that annniti<.:s paid by the United Stat.et; 
to tribes thltt infost our h<mler;;, n:ceive them by ·way of Arken­
ims, and not by way of 'fexiw, whi<.:h canses many of them to hc-
1i1we that they viobte no treaty sti]il11ation by rnarnnding upon 
Texa~!, oecause· the veop1o of 11\•xaH am n.ot identified with thol'e 
of Arlrnnsas. H annuities wt•re i;aitl to the In.<lians upon onr 
honler, it would· exercise a salutary influence upon them. vVe 
mnst took beyond mt>re phygieal meam; of defence. 'llhere mutlt 
he a rnornl iuflnence e:xerte<l 11 pon the Imfoim:, aml that C'an, and 
I earnestly hope \\·ill'be exercised by the President of the United 
States, 1rnving foll cnnfhle~ce in his desire,to promote the we1l­
l1eiug of the \\'hole country, and tlutt he wip not withhold ~lll.\' 
means iu his power to protect onr 11lee<ling frontier. The varions 
trilH·s on our bordern, if they were invited to meet11.t Rome place 
coJ1Yenient on onr frontier, n.ntl a 1reaty were made with them to 
give the;n a trifiiug·aunnity CulllJHHetl to the amount requfred to 
<iff•>rd n:-; hnt i1~1.rtial protection, would give peel.Ce to our borders. 
This policy,u t the time of annexation, gtm.l security to our fron-
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;i,~r. Of the.future 'tis fair to judge hy the 1iast. In the mPnn~ 
time we must not neglect the demauds of the emergrncy ; but 
must ournelves provi<le means for the immediate deteuce of our 
settl.l:'ments. , 

Ou,r eutire honndary borckring upon the Rio Gi:ande from the 
anarchy which prevails in that country, is in an t1x110sed and ex. 
cited condition. 'l'he utter disregard of all law and order in 
Mexico has comm1tnicate:d iti;· unhappy ilifluence to this side ot 
the H.io Grande, and a p01'tion of om citizen~, at' this ti1i1e, are 
in~. most deplorable Cimdition, and in what it is to e\·ent11ate it 
i;.; impossible to conjcct ure. 'l'he frderal arm has heen extended 
there, an<l I hope will give i::ecurity and restore tranquility to om· 
JlE'O}Jle. I will deem it my duty, if sustained by the .legi~lature 1 
fo insti1 ute a prc)per inquiry into the causes whid1 have led to the 
recent disorders, ancl ·a<lopt HIH:h measures as will r>revent the re­
currence of similar outbbrealrn. I am sat.ii>fied they have grown 
out of local cuuses, and that no iiremeditat.ed insurrection was 
contemplated. · 

Wllilnt your represcntatfrc in the Senate of ~he United States, 
lwing well apprized of the hopeless condition of Mexico, I intro­
<lnced a measure, for the purpose of C'Stablishing a Protectorate 
hy the government of the lJ nite<l StatcR, over .Mexico. 'fhe 
measure was received with disfa.-or. Aware of the state of !IIex~ 
ican affairs, I believed the Mexican pMple utterly incapable of 
framing a gwermrn·nt and maintaining a nationality. 'l'his has 
l)een demonstrated since their separation from old ,Spain. Their 
llistory is a catalouge of 'revolutions, of nsurriation and oppreE~ 
sion. A~ ti neighboring peo1)le to usJ it is important for the main~ 
tt'na.nce of good neighborhood, that law and order should exist in 
that country. The Mexicans are a mild, pa!!toral and gentle 
people ; and·it is only by dernagognc:s tmd law'Jess chieftains, who 
with armed bands have robbed and phm(lercd the Jleople, that 
the disonlt•rs of that country a.i'e continued . .lt guarantee given to 
t'lrose people, for the protection of their lives and prnperty against. 
such, woul<l cause them to rejoice, and they would hail with 
plei\.sme ntly measure whicJ' might he adopted by any foreign 
government th~•t would give them pcace'and 8ecurity. As a bor· 
dl:'r State, our own security must, to a great extent, depend npon 
the condition of things in Mexico and the re1:1tonttion of onler 
and the' cstal)JislHlll.'Dt of good government in that COlllltry.­
This is a imhject fur the considt'ration of the Ft'dcral authorities, 
nud, no donut, will command their gravest reflection. Shoultl 
no change take place in Mexico restraining tht>ir disorders, and 
should th Py extend to thi~ .side of the Rio Grande, it will demrmd 
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of the Ex:ccntivc of this State. the exercise of his fullest power~, 
if needful, to pro~ect onr citizens and vindicate the honor of the 
State. 

In concluding this Inan~nrali I nm irresistibly led to reflec­
tions which I }wpP will be heard with no disadvantage to any of 
my audience.-\Vlwn Texas united her destiny with that of the 
goYernment of the United St;ttes, she took upon herself duties 
nn1l responsibilities, for tht- faithful performance of which we are 
rledgecl as a State. f:ihe entered, n.)t into fhe North, nor into 
the Sonth ; bnt into the Union. Her conne.ction wa~ not sec­
tional, -hut national ; and however distinct or diversified her in­
tcrest11, ma,y be, as compared with those of other States, she re­
li1's upon tbe s<trnc constitution_ as tiwy, to secure her in the en­
joyment of her rights.-1\faking that constitution the guiding 
:-;tar of onr cn.rf'er :tH a state, kt our rirn1ry he to approximate 
more closely to it., than any of our i;ii;ter States. It inculcates 
faitlifuln<:>ss to the Union, let us he faitliful to it. Let us, in 
om relationship with the !!eneral government and with the 
States of the confcll1c1·acy, alltJw none to excel us in our desire t1> 
1·romote peace and harmony. When om rights are aggressed 
npon, let us be behind none in repelling the attack ; but let trn 
lie care{ui to distinµ;nish between the acts of individuals and 
those of a peoplc,-between the wild rnvings of fanatics and that 
pnhlic seu timent which truly rcp1·t~sent::; the masses of a State. 
l t is in the diversity of opinion, tha.t democracy may rest securely. 
'l'he right to think adversdy to UR, i!< it guarantee of A1nerican 
n·1mhlicanisrn and thongh this privilege nmy often be carried to 
('Xtremes and to our detriment, yet the very institutions depPnds 
n pon onr maintaining it as a republican prin<.:iple. When thought 
becori1es t.rcason, the tmitor is as much the euemy of onP section 
HR the other. Its overt ach; we m1u:t repel. Its expression by 
ihn:-;0 inimical to our institutions, where they do.not exist, nee(l 
dfoct us nothing. T.he a1arm nt thi:ir end<>avors i1:1 needless, a\1d 
!mt :-;trengthens them. 'rhe eternal din, which has been echoetl. 
to their song of hostility to the :~fonth, is music to their ea.rs. 
Their aim is to nnn.y seotionali~m upon their side, and thus to 
pronwte strife and <.:onfusi.on. \Ve sho_nld meet their cln.nH!l' with 
the con tt~rnpt of a people, who fo tr no innision of their rights, ancl 
instead of foedin;i: the fla:me nf di::;cord~ which a few in both sec­
t ionR have kindled, lend om encfon nirn .towanl qttenching it a1to-
1=·ethcr. How lrnppy would ha,-e been the result, if the attention 
of StnteHmen, North and Snuth, had been as mnch directed to­
ward promoting harmony bctwt'l~ll the Sta h's and cementing those 
fni.ternal bonds which alone can hol11 tht;m together as a people, 



17.J 

n,;; tow:ml promotiilg the strifo of ~t·cti.ms, nnd the antagonism 
which are fast dividing us.-Ha.Jf the c<trc, half the thought, 
which has been spent in th., endc>avor to meet sectionalism hy 
sectiona.1ism, bitterness, by bitternl~:<:>, nm\ abolitionism by rlis­
nnion, w.oul1l ha.\"e mado the peov'e to-day, a happy, unitei:( atHl 
hopeful nation. 

Elected by the people, I am reRponsihle to the people aloni:. 
fo,Jehted to no clique or caucu8 for th~ pnRitinn I occupy, I shall 
act alike beyond the wishes and control of snch. Looking to the 
people, in their b!'(md cnnservat.isrn awl their patriotism to SUR· 

t.ain my 1'THleavors, I shall pursue tlwt course which will best 
cun<lnce to the prosperity of 'l'exaR. R.egarding my decrion n;i 
an endorsement of the senti1uents ennnciatcd by me, when I yiel­
ded my name to the people, I shall ie«l ns the representn.tivtJ of 
the populn.1· will, an additional incrntive to make my administra­
tion accord with those principks.-Shnnld my endeavors to turn 
the <tttention of the legislature toward those questiorni, whose 
8olution ben,1· the prrn;perity itnd lmppiness of the people of Texa:,:, 
to the s1terifice oft.hose-uatinnal allstraetinns which fihould hitvc 
no place in onr c uncils, fail of RUecePs, I have but to lcwk to the 
}lC"·ple to 1rnstain me. :l'lly hnpeH, poi11t. •me, however, to the hon­
orable body before me, believing that in so much wi:sdom arnl 
intelli2:ence there cannot fail to exi:st at the sri,me time, that 
amount of virtue and patriotifnn nece:-sn.ry to meet any eml'r· 
gency, 

After which Edward Clark, Lt. U<iYenwr tlclivere<l the follo-.\--
ing inaugural alklress : · 
Gentlemen of the Zcg i8latzirc 

wul 1:1low-citir;oi8 : 
The p:irt <le\rolving upon me in th1: ceremonies of thi3 hour, i~ 

comprinitively an hnmble one, little rn0re will be expected nf 
me than to retnrn my thanks to my fi:llow-dtizens, as I now sin­
cercl.\' 1lo, f;•r th1~ distinµ:1tishecl liorwr dt1rie me by my election t•> 
the olfic,\ tlie dnties of which, I Jm,·e now to assume. 

'l'he only bn:;ine:s8 of the Lieut.. G\1n:rnor, ordinarily, is to pre­
si(le ov('r the SenatE', in which cnp:icity, his duty and authMity 
is prmwrihe1l hy the constitntio11, nrnl nrn::;t he exerc.:ised nn<ll·r 
the limitatio1rn imposed hy that in;;tnmwnt, and such rules~\!'.! 
may lie enacted for the govermeut of t]ic hudy. He can neitha 
propose or prosecute any rneaf;me in tl1e ~enate-, ancl in one sin­
gle conting1mcy alone, has he _any p1trtici pntion in the lAgislatfon 
of the country. E.;tima.ting the Gha,rnc.:ter of the olfice hy tli•' 
r.:cnpe anfl extent of its powers, it might !'eem to be one of min<,r 
c0u:>~<1nence, antl yet; when cont:id1.:red with rdere:.ce to the con-
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t.\ngent clutieR and rci;po::s:lii1ities annCXl'd to it, ancl the channel 
through which:it must be obtn.incd, it assam('S tt dignity and i111-
110rtance not usually ascribed to it. I shouhl be wanting in jm­
tice to my;;elf anil respect to my felbw~citizens, if, on thi,;; occa~ 
sfon, I i:Jwuld withhoM an expression of 111) sincere gratitude for 
the compliment paid me" hy itt1 bestowal. As much however as I 
v:tlno the hom.ll' done me, I think it but candid t.o remark, that I 
attribute my succc15:,; less to my own merits or any hold I bnve 
upo.n t1ie confidence and partiality of the veoplo of 'rex;ts, than 

,to the i>opular rurnoc:iation in which I was pla.cetl, and the force 
nrnl impt)rt1mee t)f the fasnes involved in the election. It h 
proof of the correctness of thiti opinion, that I was opposed by a 
gentl,emn.n very generally acqnaintecl with om citizens, of great 
personal popuhirity, lrnvinf; the ad V<lntag;<~ of the incumbency of 
the office, .the (luties of which he had well performed, and com­
mernlecl to tho favor and support M the electon; of the State by 
the nurnination of:). large and respectable political convontjon. 

'l'ho 8enate retirell to their chamber, and on motion of Mr. 
Parsons, 11djournc<l until Friday morning 10 o'clock. 

• 

FRIDAY, D('cember 23rd, 18:39. 
Ren~'tte illet pHrsnant to.~1d}>nrnment. Prayer by the ChapLtin 

-rnll calh~d-qnornm present .. 
'I'he·Hou. Ed. Clark, President of the Senate, addressed the 

Seu;itc as follows : 
Gentlemen of the .Senate: 

You will, I trnst: permit me a ~w renH.rks upon taking my 
vlacc this mornin6. I hau expected and intenrle•l to ma.ke the 
nsna.l ad1lrcss itt the time and pbce of my induction intn nffice, 
but wafl provcnte<l. I was wrong, perhaps :u not nsing tha.t OC· 
casion for the rurpose .. 

My duties here thongh few and plain MC responsi)Jle, and yon 
>vill no!i recei1re it a-1 the afftlctation of a sentiment I do not en~ 
terh1in to say tlrn.t 1 assurn:; their perfonn~mce with great appre­
hension of my a,bility to <lisclrnrge them well. r can sca1'cely 
expect in the brginning of my service to escape the c,)mmission 
of errors, antl I a:>k that you will view my imperfections with 
l enieney and f.>rb.;:trnnco, at lon.~t until I shall have had time to 
familhriz,• mp;ulf with yoar rnles of procecdin:;. I deem it un~ 
necessarv ti> cisk y1rnr aid an l ii:osistanco in the discharge of mv 
hbi)rs f~1· w:1:;n ll'.jC\ hl, I kn >w it' will b3 kin'.lly an 1 promptly 
givd1. AlLm· m·~ t<) cxpre;;s the h'.)pe t.lut in my pface1 I muy 


